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caused the current coin of the realm to 
disappear — an army of placemen, pensi- 
oners, contractors, jobbers, surveyors, in- 
spectors, assessors, tax-gatherers, their a- 
gents and emissaries, created and enrich- 
ed, whilst the great body of the people 
have been pining under grievous and un- 
equal taxation. We have also seen great 
public delinquents and violators of the 
constitution escape with impunity, whilst 
those who have dared to expose public a- 
buses, and to resist innovations of the 
constitution, have been pursued with un- 
relenting rigour. 

" That sucli has been the progress of 
corruption in the representation of the 
people, that we have seen it openly avow- 
ed id the house of commons itself ; and 
when Lord Castlereagh and the Right Hon. 
Spencer Perceval, both ministers of the 
crown, were charged with being concern- 
ed in corrupt traffic for seats in that ho- 
nourable house, they were defended an«d 
inquiry rejected, upon the alleged noto- 
riety of such practices, which were there 
declared ' to be as notorious as the sun at 
noon day;' practices, as jhe speaker of the 
honourable house declared ' at the bare 
mention of which our ancestors would have 
startled with indignation !' 

" That nothing can more strong-ly de- 
monstrate the corruption and degeneracy 
m' parliaments, than that during the whole 
course of our late w." rs, notwithstanding 
the waste of blood and treasure, the many 
unfortunate and destructive expeditions — 
the numerous failures and disasters we have 
experienced — no wtnt of confidence has 
appeared — ho symptom of distrust manifest- 
ed — no effectual inquiry instituted — but 
that, on the contrary, a determination has 
appeared to stifle or evade every attempt 
to promote investigation, or to reform a- 
buse — and we have seen the same unlimit- 
ed confidence alike extended to all admi- 
nistrations. 

" That by the predominating influence 
of a borough faction, every constitutional 
check and coutroul upon ministers appears 
to be completely lost ; and we cannot but 
sfpply the expression Of Lord Barthurst to 
Dr. Swift, ' That were his Majesty to ap- 
point his hody-coachman prime minister, 
the wheels of government would move 
just as easily as with the sagacious driver 
who now sits upon the box.' 

" That nothing short of afull, fair, arid 
free representation of the people in parlia- 
toeut, can sfiord a remedy for public 



grievances, restore o\>r constitutional rights 
and effectually secure his Majesty's crown 
and dominions. 

" That we will use every constitutional 
means to obtain this essential end ; and we 
do hereby pledge ourselves, and invite our 
brethren of the Livery, as well as all the 
electors ef the United Kingdom, to vote 
for such candidates only as will engage to 
support every measure which has for its 
object a reform in the representation of 
the people in parliament." 

PAISLEY MEETING. 
At a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
town and suburbs of Paisley, held pur- 
suant to advertisement, March SO, to take 
i;jto their consideration the propriety of 
addressing the Prince Regent, and peti- 
tioning the House of Commons, on the 
present calamitous state of the country, 
the following address and petition were 
agreed to : — 

TO THE PRINCE REGENT. 

The dutiful Address of the Inhabitants of 

the Town and Suburbs of Paisley. 

* " May it please your Royal Higkness, 

" With the most sincere attachment 
to your person and interests, as will ap- 
pear from the undisguised and upright 
sentiments impressed upon our hearts, 

" It is with the most lively emotions of 
sympathy, \ye commiserate your Royal 
Highness on the late melancholy event, 
which induced the two houses of parlia- 
ment to place in your hands the reins of 
government At the same time we observ- 
ed, with marked indignation, the conduct 
of the servants of the king, your father, 
who annihilated (in your person for a 
tinie)some of tjie distinguished prerogatives 
of the royal power, derogatory to your 
character as a man, and highly injurious as 
a Prince — restrictions which we consider as 
altogether unnecessary, when we reflect on 
the much admired filial affection, and other 
amiable virtues, of your Royal Highness. 

" Thoroughly convinced that your mind 
is actuated by every principle which is 
truly noble, generous, and good ; and that 
your superior wisdom hath preserved vou 
free from the fetters of any party ; we 
presume to lay before your Royal High- 
ness grievances which, we hope, from 
your known complaisance, will meet with 
that attention which the importance of the 
subject demands. 

" The general shock which public cre- 
dit Lis received throughout the nation; 
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and the numerous bankruptcies which have 
taken place in consequence of that shock, 
has produced, in our minds, sensations in 
the highest degree alarming. That confi- 
dence, so essentially necessary in a com- 
mercial country, is entirely gone, and no- 
thing but impending ruin stares us in theface. 
Almost every description of society is la- 
bouring under privations unexampled in 
the annals of our history ; and numbers 
who were formerly in very easy circum- 
stances, are reduced to the sad alternative 
of receiving relief/rom the benevolence 
of their mor* opulent neighbours. 

" Under circumstances so afflicting, we 
observed with the deepest concern, that in a 
select committee of the house of commons 
it was reported that the low state of trade 
has risen chiefly from wild speculations .en- 
tered into by our merchants to South A- 
merica; we observed also, that the said re- 
port mentions other causes which led to 
this depression, without explaining them. 
We are of opinion that no evil can be re- 
medied without particular attention being 
paid to the origin of that evil ; and it ap- 
pears evident to us, that the accumulate4 
and still accumulating distress proceeds 
from the exclusion of our commerce from 
the continent of Europe. We arc fully a- 
ware that the shutting of the continent a- 
gainst us was the result of our orders in 
council and the blockading system — a 
scheme highly impolitic and dreadfully 
prejudical to the interest* of commerce, 
and which affords irrefragable proof of 
the blind policy adopted by an imbecile 
administration, whose public conduct shews 
them utterly incompetent for managing 
the weighty affairs of a great empire. — 
It was this same system which shut the 
continent of North America, against us, 
— and, if still persisted in, will in all pro- 
bability, end in a rupture with that coun* 
try, and render our condition still more 
alarming We deeply lament the long con- 
tinuance of the war in which we are in- 
volved, carriedon at a vast expense of blood 
and treasure, and daily adding to our al- 
ready enormous taxation burthens too hea- 
vy for us to bear, without the smallest 
prospect of attaining the end for which it 
was undertaken. Although these corrod- 
ing evils prey deeply on the very vitals 
of the constitution — they are but the effects 
Of a system which, if still persevered in, 
will in the end destroy that venerable edi- 
fice, once the pride and glory of Britons, 
reared by the wisdom and sealed with the 
blood of our ancestors. — ltis,a system that 



has its origin in corruption—and con- 
signs to infamy all who come within the 
sphere of its attraction. Its primary ob- 
ject is oppression and injustice ; alike hos- 
tile to the true interests of the crown, and 
subversive of the just rights and liberty 
of the subject. It is the source of wars 
unnecessary and unjust ; destructive to the 
happiness, and fraught with misery to the 
human race. Under the influence of this 
baneful system, the established laws of the 
realm have been evaded — and in a late in- 
stance when two of his Majesty's cabinet 
ministers were charged before the house 
of commons with trafficking for seats in 
parliament^ which was offered to be sub- 
stantiated by evidence at the bar of their 
house, it was rejected by a majority of its 
members, because the frequency of the 
practice " was as notorious as the sun at 
noon day." Men of great talents, eminent 
virtue, and superior wisdom, may give a 
temporary relief, but it is only by a change 
of system, that permanant and radical 
cure can be effected ; that change can only 
be accomplished by granting to the peo- 
ple an adequate share in the representation 
of their country, founded on the eternal 
basis of justice — -fair, f»ee and equal. As 
a preliminary step to the attainment of 
these desirabfe objects, we would hail with 
joy the dismissal of those men from your 
councils who are unworthy of your confi- 
dence, and the happy selection of men of 
virtue and talents, who might be the means 
of restoring the blessings o/ peace and 
commerce to a brave, virtuous, loyal, and 
affectionate people. 

" Signed in name and by appointment of 
the meeting, 

V James Davies, Chairman. 

" John M'Naught, Secretary." 

To the Honourable tlve Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in Parliament assembled, the 
humble Petition of the persons sub- 
scribing, residing in the Town of Pais- 
ley, and Suburbs thereof, 

SHEWETJB, 

" That your petitioners, in consequence 
of the depressed condition of trade, have 
of late been subjected to difficulties un- 
known at any former period. That at 
present such is the low state of the cotton 
manufacture, that great numbers have 
been thrown out of employment, and the 
wages of those that are employed have in 
general been reduced two-thirds within 
the last ten months, so that it requires 
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fcreat exertions for an individual to pro- 
cure the necessaries of life. How dread- 
ful then must be the situation of a rising 
family ! And such is the general distress, 
that of a population of about 30,000, up- 
wards of 1200 families, who formerly sup- 
ported themselves by their own industry, 
«■* reduced to the sad necessity of re- 
ceiving precarious and temporary assis- 
tance from their humane and more wealthy 
neighbours, 

" That the present calamity, though 
first felt hy the manufacturers and opera- 
tives, has not been confined to them alone, 
but has extended to almost every rank and 
profession, involving in ruin many respect- 
able individuals of large capital. Bank- 
ruptcy has succeeded bankruptcy to such 
an alarming extent, as nearly to destroy 
all confidence between manufacturer and 
merchant. That the present depressed 
state of our manufactures is chiefly owing 
to the exclusion of our. commerce from 
the Continent of Europe, and the stop- 
page of our trade with America, in con- 
sequence of our orders in council, and the 
blockading system ; and until more liberal 
and enlightened measures are adopted by 
Government, we cannot see any prospect 
of an end being put to our just com- 
plaints. 

" That the present mode of returning 
members to your honourable house, bv 
such a small part of the population, is 
the primary cause of the evils which this 
country labours under, as it destroys that 
«onnection which ought to exist between 
the people and the representation. 

" That a full, fair, and free representa- 
tion of the people in parliament is abso- 
lutely necessary, not only to give energy 
to the state, but confidence to die people, 
who, being restored to that place,and those 
privileges in the constitution, to which 
they are well entitled, wouldcheerfully sub- 
mit to the sacrifices they which might be 
called upon to make, in order to preserve 
the independence, and promote the wel- 
fare of their country. Your petitioners 
therefore humbly pray, that it may please 
your honourable house to address his Roy- 
al Highness the Prince Regent, beseech- 
ing him to dismiss the present ministers 
from his Councils, and restore "unto the 
nation, the blessings of peace. And your 
petitioners earnestly entreat, that your 
honourable house would take into your 
serious consideration the present alarming 
state of the country, and adopt such mea- 
sures as may in your wisdom appear best 
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calculated to afford relief j and your pe 
titioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.' 

Resolved, That the Honourable Archi- 
bald Spiers, the county member, be re- 
quested to present the address and petition. 

Resolved, That the address and peti- 
tion be published in The Glasgow Chronicle 
and Courier, and in The Statesman, .London 
Newspaper. 

JAMES DAV1ES, Chairman. 
JOHN M'NAUGUT, Secretary. 

MEETING Or PROTTESTANT DISSENTERS. 

At a numerous and most respectable 
meeting of Protestant Dissenters of various 
denominations, and other friends to Reli- 
gious liberty, residing in different parts of 
the United Empire, held at the London 
tavern, Bishopsgate-street, on the 15th of 
May, 1811, Samuel Mills', esq., Chair- 
man, the following Resolutions were agreed 
t»:— 

1. That this meeting believe that there 
are at least two millions of Protestant 
Dissenters in the kingdom of England and 
Wales, including persons of opulent for- 
tunes, high literary attainments, and ac- 
tive benevolence ; that their exertions have. 
contributed to promote industry, know- 
ledge, good morals, social order, and pub- 
lic prosperity ; that they are not inferior 
to any fellow subjects in fervent love to 
their country, nor in ardent loyalty to 
their venerable Sovereign, whose early 
promise tp " preserve the toleration in- 
violate," has made an indelible impres- 
sion on their hearts, and that any means 
which might excite their discontent, and 
enfeeble their attachment, would therefore 
at any time, and especially at this period, 
be inconsistent with the national interest, 
and with wise and liberal policy. 

2. That although this meeting consider 
the right to worship God according 
to individual judgment as an inalien- 
right, superior to all social Regulations; 
and although they have long anticipated 
a period when all Penal- Laws for worship- 
ping God according to their conscience* 
would be abolished, they have been un- 
willing to agitate the public mind for the 
attainment of their hopes, and presuming - 
that no persons would in this age venture 
to assail the Act of Toleration, after the 
ever memorable declaration of the king, 
they have been content to regard if with 
grateful emotions, and to esteem it as an 
effectual protection from the recurrence of 
former persecutions. 

S. That the persons assembled at this 
*kk 



